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Course Description

The course will acquaint the students with many of the critical questions and concepts feminist
scholars have developed as tools for thinking about gendered experience. The course explores the
complex ways in which gender intersects with class, race, ethnicity, sexuality and age within
various spheres and institutions of society. The course prepares the students to participate in and
contribute effectively to the larger public conversation about the role of gender in society; and to
apply the critical tools of gender studies in their academic, personal and occupational lives. The
course introduces the inter-disciplinary academic field of Gender Studies and explores the nuanced
approaches to gender studies in contemporary literary context. It familiarizes students with the key
issues, questions, and debates in Gender Theories and exposes the students to the most significant
contemporary gender theorists and their seminal works.

Learning Objectives:

e To inculcate the ability to theorize the reading of gender in varied contexts

e To understand the central arguments and concerns of contemporary gender theories

e To familiarize with the definition of the key concepts of gender studies

e To apply the theoretical understanding of gender to make an in-depth analysis of texts
e Communicate effectively about gender issues in both writing and speech.

Pedagogy

e Discussion of the prescribed texts. The students are expected to read the texts prior to the
discussions.

e Three presentations are to be made on the chosen text/theorist/concept

e Project submission

e Each presentation will be followed by a detailed discussion on the same to explore the
possibility of writing a research paper based on the topic of the presentation.

e The third presentation narrows down on the topic for a genuine research project which
has the potential to be turned into a research paper.

Syllabus
Unit 1
Joan Scott Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis



Naomi Schor Feminist and Gender Studies

Barry Zimmerman What Has Never Been: An Overview of Lesbian Feminist Literary Criticism.
Unit 2

Luce Irigaray

This Sex Which is Not One

Speculum of the other Woman

Unit 3

Helene Cixous

The Laugh of the Medusa

Coming to Writing and Other Essays

Unit 4

Julia Kristeva

Powers of Horror: An Essay on Abjection

New Forms of Revolt

Unit5

Judith Butler

Performativity, Precarity and Sexual Politics

Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay on Phenomenology and Feminist

Theory

Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity.
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Course Outcomes

e COLl - Understand and engage with central debates in contemporary Gender Theories.

e (CO2 - Define and apply basic terms and concepts central to this field.

e CO3 - Apply a variety of methods of analysing gender in society, drawing upon both
primary and secondary sources.

e CO4 - Apply concepts and theories of Gender to life experiences, historical events,
reading and research.

e CO5 - To inspire academic research into the multiple possibilities of the genre of Gender
Studies

Evaluation Pattern

Internal (50) Marks Weightage
| seminar 15 15

I seminar 15 15

Final seminar 15 20
External (50) Marks

Project (25 pages) 50 50

Total 100

Activities/Content with direct bearing on Employability/ Entrepreneurship/ Skill
development

¢ Seminars/presentations and further discussion on them can horn the students’ skill to
explain and justify the relevance of a chosen topic by constructing meaningful arguments



on it. They imbibe new perspectives into their approach to a chosen topic/area of
research. They become open to constructive criticisms by participating in meaningful
debates and discussions. This activity will help them to become good presenters,
communicators and teachers.

The student can develop the ability to critically approach and analyse texts within proper
theoretical frameworks. This will help them to become better students of literature and
skilful researchers.



