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“Knowledge is like a
river. Its nature is to
constantly flow.

Wherever it can flow, it does so,
nourishing culture. On the other
hand, the same knowledge, if de-
void of values becomes a source of
destruction for the world. When
values and knowledge become
one,there can be no more powerful
instrument for the welfare of hu-
mankind.”Amma, Chancellor 

Amrita University

Did You Know?Did You Know?

A student popula-
tion of over 12,000
and faculty
strength of nearly
1500. When it was
started in 1994,
there were only 120
students and 13
faculty members.

Around 16 Stu-
dents’ clubs like Ra-
gasudha and
Natyasudha dedi-
cated to music and
dance respectively.       
It also has a Nature
Club, NSS, Shristi
(literary) and many
other clubs

Collaborative re-
search projects
with around 35-40
International Uni-
versities like New
York University,
University of
Arkansas etc. and
10-15 National
Universities like
IIT-Bombay etc.

Around 80 com-
panies including
Accenture, Cog-
nizant, Caterpil-
lar, HCL, Infosys,
Wipro, TCS, Mi-
crosoft, IBM etc.
coming every year
to recruit Amrita
students for
placements. 

Amrita has...

Athira Rajkamal

Siddharth Nagarajan is no or-
dinary 13-year- old. National
Geographic Channel identi-

fied him as a drumming prodigy, one
of the seven geniuses of the world in
their popular show ‘My Brilliant
Brain’ (DEC’07) in the INBORN
category. 
Siddharth started playing drums
when he was a toddler. “My parents
told me that they found me drum-
ming dandiya beats on the dhol one
morning,” he says.
His father, Nagarajan, popularly
known as Nagi who is a professional
rhythm programmer, quickly recog-
nized the inborn talent in the boy and
made a mini drum kit for him. He
has been drumming ever since, his
incredible skills making him a pro-
fessional at a tender age.
The prodigy had started giving pub-
lic performances from when he was

three and holds the Limca Book of
Records as the youngest drummer of
India for three consecutive years
(2003-2005). He is perhaps also the
youngest musician to record for a
film (Nenjil jil jil – Tamil). 
Despite his immense talent, the

young percussionist is no different
from those of his own age. He loves
hanging out with his friends and play
football and just about manage to
combine his studies with his passion
for music.
An 8th standard student of Jubilee

Hills Public School, Hyderabad, says
his teachers and the school manage-
ment are very supportive of his pas-
sion for music. “They understand my
problems,” he said in an apparent
reference to his regular absence from
the class due to professional commit-
ments.
Music runs in his family. His grand-
father G Narayan is a renowned tabla
player. Siddarth himself had his first
lessons in drumming from the fa-
mous percussionist Sivamani.
One memory he cherishes is his per-
formance at Rashtrapathi Bhavan for
President Dr. A.P.J.Abdul Kalam’s
birthday. He was just seven then.
“I remember it was great fun.  I re-
member the president giving me an
extra laddu”, Siddharth chuckled.
Not just the laddu, the president was
equally generous in his praise for the
youngster. “These tender hands have
given me so much pleasure in the

last ten minutes,” he said.
Siddharth plays percussion instru-
ments from across the globe, be it
Latin, African or Cuban, besides
Indian. He also plays guitar and the
keyboard, which he uses for his
compositions.  
Like all starry-eyed youngsters, Sid-
darth also has his icons. He says his
idols are internationally acclaimed
drummers Michael Stephen Portnoy
and Steve Smith. “I am mad about
them. Mike is my Godfather in
music. I am a great, great, great,
great fan of his. My room is full of
his posters.”
Siddharth’s hands are full. Apart
from his stint at devotional albums,
he is currently planning on an album
on the five elements of nature.  As he
continues his musical journey, he
continues to enthrall his audiences
both in India and abroad.
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The young drummer caught an action.

Limca-record winner and youngest drummer to play for Kollywood enthralls ANOKHA participants

Komal G
Krishnaveni K.P

TEDx (Technology Entertain-
ment and Design), Amrita
University, witnessed a con-

vergence of ideas, experience,
knowledge and creativity coming
from a plethora of backgrounds to
propound world-changing ideas to
inspire the youth.  Organised in asso-
ciation with CII Young Indians Chap-
ter of Amrita School of Business.
TEDx is a non-profit organisation
that makes use of a combination of
live presenters and TEDtalk videos to
stimulate ideas. 
The event brought together many

achievers like the jovial Mr Arvind
Gangaram Talekar, member of Mum-
bai Dabbawalas, 13-year old drum-
ming prodigy Siddharth Nagarajan,
G D Rajkumar, a young and dynamic
industrialist from Coimbatore, and
others under a single roof. 
Mr. Aravind raised peals of laughter
when he said the humble Dabbawala
was even the subject of PhD re-
searchers and how they kept Prince
Charles waiting for an appointment. 
“I feel the Mumbai Dabbawalas are
even better than the MBA in their
managerial skills”, said Brahmachari
Abhyamrita Chaitanya, Pro-Chancel-
lor, Amrita University. “Sometimes

the most complex problems are
solved by the simplest solutions”,
said  Mr. Krishnadas, another speaker
at the event who is also an ex student
of Amrita University, currently pur-
suing his Ph.D. in IIM, Kozhikode. 
The most awaited part of the pro-
gramme was Siddharth Nagarajan’s
TED talk.  He kept the crowd spell-
bound with his performance and his
speech.
“I thought the event would be com-
pletely technical but it was good to
hear inspiring stories about their
life,” said Ishwarya S, 3rd year stu-
dent of KGISL Institute of Technol-
ogy, Coimbatore. 
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Detecting a lurking submarine
in the high seas, negotiating
a whirlpool in a boat and

making a concrete boat.
All these and other innovative skills of
Amrita’s budding engineers are on
display in the form of games at the
Olympic-size swimming pool. 
Day one saw ‘Submarine Hunt’ con-
ducted by the Electronics and Com-
munication Engineering department,
a game which focused on how to  de-
tect a piece of metal placed inside a
water tank and calculate the height at
which it was kept. The event is the

brain child of Apoorva Kulkarni, who
believes that this technique can help
the Indian Navy to detect submarines
from afar. ‘Magnus boat’ is another
event, conducted by the Aerospace
Engineering department. The game is
based on the theory that when a boat
moves, it creates a whirlpool and
hence the participants are supposed to
make a model and maneuver it. 
“After the boat reaches the finish line,
the winners move to the final round
where they have to move the boat in
the shape of the figure ‘8’,” says P.Di-
vesh, a student coordinator.
Day three would present ‘Canoe Cult’
by the Civil Engineering department.
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