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INTRODUCTION

The National Seminar on “Exploring the Future of Indian Democracy: One Nation, One Election
and Its Implications for Governance and Federalism toward a Vibrant Bharat” brings together
scholars, practitioners, and policymakers to critically engage with the evolving debate on the
feasibility and implications of simultaneous elections in India. The concept of One Nation,
One Election (ONOE) envisions synchronizing Lok Sabha and state assembly elections to
reduce electoral costs, improve governance, and minimize policy paralysis. While international
exampleslike South Africaand Sweden offer optimistic models, India’sunique federaland socio-
political landscape raises important constitutional, administrative, and democratic concerns.
This seminar provides a platform for rigorous interdisciplinary dialogue, examining ONOE’s
potential impact on federalism, political diversity, economic efficiency, civic participation, and
electoral integrity. By fostering academic and policy discourse, the seminar aims to contribute
meaningfully to shaping the future of India’s democratic processes in a way that is inclusive,
participatory, and constitutionally sound.

OBJECTIVES OF THE SEMINAR

To assess the governance and economic advantages of ONOE in relation to
India’s developmental objectives

To examine the impact of ONOE on federalism, regional autonomy, and
political diversity.

To analyse the voter behaviour in Concurrent Elections and Its Implications
for Political Engagement.

To assess the legal, constitutional, and practical impediments to the
implementation of ONOE.

To propose a strategic plan for the Sustainable Implementation of ONOE in
Accordance with India’s Democratic and Developmental Aspirations.

MAJOR THEMES AND SUB THEMES

Track 1: Constitutional, Legal, and Structural Frameworks

Focus: Examining the feasibility, legality, and institutional readiness for ONOE.
Sub-themes:

1. Constitutional Amendments and Legal Pathways for Implementing ONOE
2. Harmonising Terms of Parliament and State Assemblies

3. Institutional Mechanisms and the Role of the Election Commission of India
4. Logistical Challenges in Conducting Simultaneous Elections
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Judicial Perspectives and Precedents Related to Electoral Reforms

Track 2: Federalism, Political Plurality, and Governance

Focus: Evaluating how ONOE interfaces with India’s federal character and governance
systems.

Sub-themes:

1. Reconciling Centralisation with State Autonomy

2. Role and Relevance of Regional Parties in a Unified Electoral Cycle
3. Impact on Coalition Politics and Political Negotiation Mechanisms
4. Panchayati Raj and Democratic Federalism in the Context of ONOE
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Governance and Administrative Reforms under a Simultaneous Electoral Regime

Track 3: Economic and Developmental Impacts

Focus: Exploring how synchronized elections could affect development and resource
utilization.
Sub-themes:

1. Cost-Benefit Analysis of ONOE Implementation in a Federal Democracy
2. Fiscal Implications for Political Campaigning and Public Expenditure

3. Economic Disruptions Due to Frequent Electoral Code of Conduct

4. Development Planning Continuity and Electoral Stability
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Potential Impact on Business, Investment Climate, and Market Sentiment

Track 4: Voter Behaviour, Democratic Participation, and Civic Engagement

Focus: Understanding how ONOE could reshape citizen engagement and democratic
behavior.
Sub-themes:

1. Voter Turnout Trends in Unified vs. Staggered Elections

2. Impact on Voter Awareness and Electoral Fatigue

3. Digital Campaigning and Civic Literacy in the Era of Simultaneity
4. Role of Civil Society and NGOs in Electoral Education
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Media Representation and Public Discourse on ONOE



Track 5: Social Work, Policy Innovation, and Democratic Deepening

Focus: Positioning social work perspectives in strengthening democracy through local
governance and participation.
Sub-themes:

1. Strengthening Local Governance and Inclusive Democracy through Policy Innovation
2. Social Work Approaches to Democratic Participation and Citizen Empowerment

3. Public Sector Performance and Decentralized Governance

4. Leadership, Capacity Building, and Institutional Development in Indian Democracy
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Role of Social Workers in Fostering Participatory Governance under ONOE

Track 6: Comparative and International Perspectives

Focus: Drawing from global experiences and scholarly insights into election synchronization.
Sub-themes:

1. Case Studies from Countries with Synchronized National and Subnational Elections
2. Comparative Electoral Systems and Lessons for India

3. Global Trends in Electoral Modernization and Governance Reform

4. Regional Cooperation and Election Management in Federal Democracies
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International Standards for Democratic Processes and India’s Adaptation

ABOUT AMRITA

AmritaVishwa Vidyapeetham,amulti-campus,
multi-disciplinary university established by
Sri Mata Amritanandamayi Devi (Amma), is
one of India’s leading private institutions. It is
accredited with an ‘A++' grade by NAAC and
consistently ranks among the top universities
in India, holding the 7th position in the
NIRF 2024 rankings. Amrita offers over 300

undergraduate, postgraduate, and doctoral
programs across diverse fields, including
Engineering, Medicine, Social Sciences, and
more. With nine campuses spread across
India, Amrita is known for its commitment to
academic excellence, humanitarian values,
and global collaborations, making it a hub
for transformative education and impactful

ABOUT SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOURAL
SCIENCES (SSBS)

The School of Social and Behavioural Sciences (SSBS) at Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham
is a premier institution dedicated to addressing societal challenges through education
and research. Spread across three campuses in Amritapuri, Coimbatore, and Faridabad,

SSBS offers programs like BSW (Hons), MSW, M.Sc. in Cognitive Science, and Ph.D. in
Social Sciences. Itishome to India’s only UNESCO Chairin Gender Equality and Women's
Empowerment. SSBS integrates rigorous academics with compassionate research,
focusing on areas like social justice, community development, and mental health. Its
faculty are engaged in impactful projects that foster sustainable development and
positive social change.

CALL FOR PAPERS: (ABSTRACT / FULL PAPER)

Participants are invited to submit original research contributions aligned with the seminar
theme. The abstract must be 250-300 words and include the title, objectives, methodology,
key findings, and 3-5 keywords. It should be typed in Times New Roman, 12 pt, single spacing,
and submitted in .doc or .docx format. The full paper should be between 3,000 to 5,000
words (excluding references and annexures) and must follow this structure: Title, Author(s)
Details with Affiliation, Abstract, Keywords, Introduction, Literature Review (if applicable),
Methodology, Discussion and Analysis, Findings and Conclusion, Policy Suggestions (if
applicable), and References. Formatting includes Times New Roman, 12 pt font, 1.5 line spacing,
1-inch margins on all sides, and APA 7th edition citation style. All submissions must be original,
unpublished, and plagiarism must be below 10%. Presenters will have 10-12 minutes for an
offline-only presentation, supported by a 10-12 slide PowerPoint. Co-authors are allowed to
present. Authors must include their complete affiliation details with their submissions.

PUBLICATION OPPORTUNITY

Special publication opportunity in collaboration with Discover Global
Society, a Scopus-indexed journal published by Springer Nature. Selected
papers presented at the seminar will be considered for publication in a
dedicated topical collection, subject to peer review and editorial approval.
APC's are additional. As part of this collaboration, Springer Nature has
extended two full Article Processing Charge (APC) waivers for high-quality
submissions. Additional authors may also apply for discounts or partial
waivers based on eligibility. This initiative offers an excellent platform for
participants to showcase their research on global social challenges and
contribute to impactful international scholarship.
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https://link.springer.com/journal/44282

SUBMISSION GUIDE LINE

Abstract/Full paper shall be submitted in the prescribed format through this link:
https://forms.gle/KEyYvowongNk9FVWA or onoe@cb.amrita.edu
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PAPER PRESENTER’S FEE

I. PG Students & research scholars < 400/-

Il. Faculty/Academicians/representatives from organistions < 700/-
(Note: It is inclusive of 18% GST)
Papers presenters are required to pay the fee after acceptance of the full paper. All the presenters
must register for the certificate. Only the presenters will receive the certificate. Local Participants:
Rs.200/- (Certificate and working lunch will be provided) (Accommmodation will not be provided to

the local participants)

HOW TO REACH AMRITA

By Bus: The nearest major bus terminals are at Ukkadam (Coimbatore) (about 19 kms) and
Pollachi (about 26 kms) and There are regular bus services from Ukkadam and Pollachi.
Coimbatore Marine College, in the Pollachi Main Road is a major landmark close to Amrita
School of Social and Behavioural Sciences, Arasamplayam. Myleripalayam privu is situated
between Marine College (20 kms from Ukkadam Bus stand and 23 kms from Pollachi). Follow
the road towards to Arasamplayam to Amrita School of Social and Behavioural Sciences (3 kms
from main road).

By Train: Coimbatore is a major railway junction on the Southern Railways connected India’s
major cities. The distance to Amrita School of Social and Behavioural Sciences is 20kms.

By Air: The closest airport is Coimbatore, located about 31 kilometers from the campus. Most
airlines operate flights to Coimbatore from all major cities in India.

Amrita School of Social and Behavioural Sciences
J. P. Nagar, Arasampalayam,

Myleripalayam (via.),

Coimbatore — 642 109, Tamil Nadu, India.
Phone:0422 2685000

Google map link:
https:/maps.app.goo.gl/yxjfVzxHwWBTz5Na18

IMPORTANT DATES

Abstract last date : June36,2625 Extended to July 10, 2025
Acceptance of abstract : July-65;2625- July 14, 2025
Full paper submission last date : July26;,20625— July 25, 2025

Date of the seminar : August 28 - 29, 2025

FOR MORE DETAILS CONTACT

COMMITTEE FACULTY INCHARGE STUDENTS’' INCHARGE
Registration Scigntific paper/ Dr.\{.Priya . ASHWIN C 6238802027
poster presentation V_priya@cb.amrita.edu
Food & beverage R c==hiC. JITHIN PRASAD 9747022681

c_raneesh@cb.amrita.edu

Mrs. B. Ambika

b_ambika@cb.amrita.edu NIRMAL PRABHU K 6374135466

Accommodation

Media Communication and
Transportation

Dr.Rajeev Ramakrishnan
r_rajeev@cb.amrita.edu

LEKSHMIPRIYA U

7025437698

Venue logistic and Operations

Dr. Rajalakshmi S.A
sa_rajalakshmi@cb.amrita.edu

SHIBALIN KHARSATI| 7085463274

Marketing and Sponsorship

Dr. Dipanjan Bhattacharjee
b_dipanjan@cb.amrita.edu

VAIDEHI SAJU

7736618494

Note Taking for all sessions

Dr.Prasath Selvaraj
s_prasath@cb.amrita.edu

SISIRAM S

8943272757

Student coordinator: Ms. Gopika K S

- 8301084316

Ms. Vishal Krishna - 8921768879

Dr. Bhavani Rao R

Dean

School of Social and Behavioural
Sciences,Director, AMMACHI Labs and
CWEGE, UNESCO Chair for Gender
Equality & Women's Empowerment.

Dr.P.Rangasami

Vice Principal & Chairperson
Associate Professor,
Department of Social Work,
School of Social & Behavioural
Sciences.

Dr.P.Rangasami

Vice Principal & Chairperson
Associate Professor,
Department of Social Work,
School of Social & Behavioural
Sciences.

Dr.S.Kanagaraj

Vice Chairperson

Assistant Professor [Sr. Gr.],
Department of Social Work,
School of Social & Behavioural
Sciences.

Dr.V.Priya

Assistant Professor, [Sr. Gr.]
Department of Social Work,
School of Social & Behavioural
Sciences.

Dr.S.Kanagaraj

Vice Chairperson

Assistant Professor [Sr. Gr.],
Department of Social Work,
School of Social & Behavioural
Sciences.
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Dr.Raneesh C. Dr.Rajeev Ramakrishna
Assistant Professor, Assistant Professor,

Department of Social Work, Department of Social Work,
School of Social & Behavioural School of Social & Behavioural
Sciences. Sciences.

Dipanjan Bhattacharjee Dr. Rajalakshmi S.A
Assistant Professor, Assistant Professor,
Department of Social Work, Department of Social Work,
School of Social & Behavioural School of Social & Behavioural
Sciences. Sciences.
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Dr.Prasath Selvaraj
Assistant Professor,
Department of Social Work,
School of Social & Behavioural
Sciences.

Mrs.B.Ambika
Executive Assistant
Department of Social Work,
School of Social & Behavioural
Sciences.

There is nothing wrong
with becoming a king and
ruling, but one should be
able to serve people
selflessly with the attitude
of a servant
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Dr.S.Kanagaraj

Convener — ICSSR Seminar

Vice Chairperson & Assistant Professor [Sr. Gr.]
Department of Social Work

School of Social & Behavioural Sciences
Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham

Arasampalayam

20422 - 2619390
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